The Melbourne Model

> from 2008, the University will introduce educational
reforms known collectively as the Melbourne Maodel.

> based on six broadl undergraduate programs followed by
a professional graduate degree, research higher degree
or entry directly into employment.

-~ emphasis on academic breadth as well as disciplinary
depth in the new degrees
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Melbourne Model Propoesal

Graduate level professional courses in medicine,
dentistry, physiotherapy and nursing frem 2011

Will'be unigue in the Australian context

The leading health faculty will lead a new.
generation of health professional programs

To be developed in consultation with scientists,
clinicians, colleges, professional accrediting bodies
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MELBOURME MODEL STUDY OPTIONS FROM 2008
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EXCELLENCE AND EQUITY

> access advantages as it provides two University
entry points: undergraduate and graduate.

> students from the University of Melbourne or
from other universities may apply for admission
to the new professional graduate degrees.

» Students who do not achieve competitive school score
can be admitted to one of the new professional
graduate degrees by proving themselves in their
undergraduate study.
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Benefits for graduates

Those that choose to go on to graduate professional courses will:

start their graduate study with a mature, broader perspective of the relevant
subject areas

have a clear vocational focus
participate in a rigorous and intense, graduate-level learning experience

have access to sophisticated career support programs, internships and
mentor programs

benefit from the University's strong links to industry, community and
professional bodies

achieve the status of a graduate professional qualification

benefit from the greater employability and higher remuneration that comes
from a graduate qualification
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Box 1: Advantages and disadvantages of graduate
entry programmes

Advaniages
& Shorter course knglh (4 vemus 5 or G yoans)
NHE bursary. from yea 2 omyaids
Geealar emphiass on sl diecled leaming, which can sist oider shudenis
Savaral couraes acoepl oradustes of sy decipline
Enfhusastic and innovalive tacully slafl
Disadvaniages
o [Intenady of the course can be highly demanding
® Spocific entrunce exam for many courses.
® Most cowrsas do not el have & proven (reck mcord
o Lo time ho undartads posd work dunng 1he coursas
& Higher compstition for pleces than traditional 5 or @ year courses

Box 2: What does it mean to me?

& Potantin applicants—Mom choics In the options avallable 1o becoma o
docior

& Meodical students—iniiux of older students from groacunte courses [oinng
youl in ther latter yoars of tEnng
Diociom— TLVEE) IMmoie 'J'Hnll:lr- cuﬂaﬂguuﬁ Wi Ly D miueh alder than
you, and teaching siudents who may ba more challengsng, damandng
and questioning?

BMJ Career Focus 2004;329:160-161
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> In North America medicine has been only
graduate entry for several generations, and from
1997 a number of Australian medical schools
changed from predominantly school'leaver to
exclusively graduate entry.

» Despite this change in practice, there is little
research evidence on differences in subsequent
performance between graduates and non-
graduates.
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BMJ Career Focus 2002;324

> Research on students’ age and outcome Is Inconsistent;
some researchers found older students do better,
whereas others reported the same or worse perfermance
and rate of dropout.

The strongest argument for admitting graduates and
mature entrants is to increase flexibility, allowing people
to make a career decision in their 20s and 30s

graduates increase diversity in the student body, their
motivation is less likely to be influenced by parents or
school, and they have already shown that they can study.
successftully at university: level.
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» Scientific knowledge Is core to a
medical degree, so science
gualifications are usually demanded for
entry to medicine.

» Study of the humanities has been
shown to correlate with better clinical
performance, so ideally both scientific
knowledge and ability in the humanities
should contribute.
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BMJ Career Focus 2002;324

Advantages for Dentistry.

Delaying of choice

Removes school advantage

Provides a more life-experienced entrant
Avoids duplication in graduate course

More professional providing clinical services
Knowledgeable in biomedical sciences

More likely to engage In rural dental program
If debt free, may pursue public dentistry
Students start professional courses with a
broader and informed perspective

Rigorous and intense learning| experience

Status of a graduate gualification sr’
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Disadvantages
for dentistry.

> Increased cost
» Student
o [lax payer
« Community

> Govi funding

» Conseguences for
academic and public
sector positions

> Perceptions of elitism
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