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The Melbourne ModelThe Melbourne Model

from 2008, the University will introduce educationalfrom 2008, the University will introduce educational

reforms known collectively as the Melbourne Model.reforms known collectively as the Melbourne Model.

based on six broad undergraduate programs followed bybased on six broad undergraduate programs followed by

a professional graduate degree, research higher degreea professional graduate degree, research higher degree

or entry directly into employment.or entry directly into employment.

emphasis on academic breadth as well as disciplinaryemphasis on academic breadth as well as disciplinary

depth in the new degreesdepth in the new degrees

Melbourne Model ProposalMelbourne Model Proposal

Graduate level professional courses in medicine,Graduate level professional courses in medicine,
dentistry, physiotherapydentistry, physiotherapy and nursing from 2011 and nursing from 2011

Will be unique in the Australian contextWill be unique in the Australian context

The leading health faculty will lead a newThe leading health faculty will lead a new
generation of health professional programsgeneration of health professional programs

To be developed in consultation with scientists,To be developed in consultation with scientists,
clinicians, colleges, professional accrediting bodiesclinicians, colleges, professional accrediting bodies
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EXCELLENCE AND EQUITYEXCELLENCE AND EQUITY

access advantages as it provides two Universityaccess advantages as it provides two University

entry points: undergraduate and graduate.entry points: undergraduate and graduate.

students from the University of Melbourne orstudents from the University of Melbourne or

from other universities may apply for admissionfrom other universities may apply for admission

to the new professional graduate degrees.to the new professional graduate degrees.

students who do not achieve competitive school scorestudents who do not achieve competitive school score

can be admitted to one of the new professionalcan be admitted to one of the new professional

graduate degrees by proving themselves in theirgraduate degrees by proving themselves in their

undergraduate study.undergraduate study.
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Benefits for graduatesBenefits for graduates

Those that choose to go on to graduate professional courses will:Those that choose to go on to graduate professional courses will:

start their graduate study with a mature, broader perspective of the relevantstart their graduate study with a mature, broader perspective of the relevant

subject areassubject areas

have a clear vocational focushave a clear vocational focus

participate in a rigorous and intense, graduate-level learning experienceparticipate in a rigorous and intense, graduate-level learning experience

have access to sophisticated career support programs, internships andhave access to sophisticated career support programs, internships and

mentor programsmentor programs

benefit from the University's strong links to industry, community andbenefit from the University's strong links to industry, community and

professional bodiesprofessional bodies

achieve the status of a graduate professional qualificationachieve the status of a graduate professional qualification

benefit from the greater employability and higher remuneration that comesbenefit from the greater employability and higher remuneration that comes

from a graduate qualificationfrom a graduate qualification

BMJ Career Focus 2004;329:160-161
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In North America medicine has been onlyIn North America medicine has been only

graduate entry for several generations, and fromgraduate entry for several generations, and from

1997 a number of Australian medical schools1997 a number of Australian medical schools

changed from predominantly school leaver tochanged from predominantly school leaver to

exclusively graduate entry.exclusively graduate entry.

Despite this change in practice, there is littleDespite this change in practice, there is little

research evidence on differences in subsequentresearch evidence on differences in subsequent

performance between graduates and non-performance between graduates and non-

graduates.graduates.

BMJ Career Focus 2002;324

Research on students' age and outcome is inconsistent;Research on students' age and outcome is inconsistent;

some researchers found older students do better,some researchers found older students do better,

whereas others reported the same or worse performancewhereas others reported the same or worse performance

and rate of dropout.and rate of dropout.

The strongest argument for admitting graduates andThe strongest argument for admitting graduates and

mature entrants is to increase flexibility, allowing peoplemature entrants is to increase flexibility, allowing people

to make a career decision in their 20s and 30sto make a career decision in their 20s and 30s

graduates increase diversity in the student body, theirgraduates increase diversity in the student body, their

motivation is less likely to be influenced by parents ormotivation is less likely to be influenced by parents or

school, and they have already shown that they can studyschool, and they have already shown that they can study

successfully at university level.successfully at university level.

BMJ Career Focus 2002;324
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Scientific knowledge is core to aScientific knowledge is core to a

medical degree, so sciencemedical degree, so science

qualifications are usually demanded forqualifications are usually demanded for

entry to medicine.entry to medicine.

Study of the humanities has beenStudy of the humanities has been

shown to correlate with better clinicalshown to correlate with better clinical

performance, so ideally both scientificperformance, so ideally both scientific

knowledge and ability in the humanitiesknowledge and ability in the humanities

should contribute.should contribute.

BMJ Career Focus 2002;324

Advantages for DentistryAdvantages for Dentistry

Delaying of choiceDelaying of choice

Removes school advantageRemoves school advantage

Provides a more life-experienced entrantProvides a more life-experienced entrant

Avoids duplication in graduate courseAvoids duplication in graduate course

More professional providing clinical servicesMore professional providing clinical services

Knowledgeable in biomedical sciencesKnowledgeable in biomedical sciences

More likely to engage in rural dental programMore likely to engage in rural dental program

If debt free, may pursue public dentistryIf debt free, may pursue public dentistry

Students start professional courses with aStudents start professional courses with a

broader and informed perspectivebroader and informed perspective

Rigorous and intense learning experienceRigorous and intense learning experience

Status of a graduate qualificationStatus of a graduate qualification
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DisadvantagesDisadvantages

for dentistryfor dentistry

Increased costIncreased cost

StudentStudent

Tax payerTax payer

CommunityCommunity

GovtGovt funding funding

Consequences forConsequences for

academic and publicacademic and public

sector positionssector positions

Perceptions of elitismPerceptions of elitism


