
1
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- A dental perspective- A dental perspective
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

CurriculumCurriculum

∞∞ Totality of experiences which are afforded toTotality of experiences which are afforded to

students which enable them to achieve thestudents which enable them to achieve the

educational objectives seteducational objectives set
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HKU Dental CurriculaHKU Dental Curricula

1980 to 1994 1980 to 1994 (4.3 years Small Group (4.3 years Small Group 

Teaching (SGT))Teaching (SGT))

1990 to 2002 1990 to 2002 (5 years SGT)(5 years SGT)

1998 to ?2016 1998 to ?2016 (5 years PBL)(5 years PBL)
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

PBL Curriculum in DentistryPBL Curriculum in Dentistry

∞∞ Full PBLFull PBL

∞∞ No hint of No hint of hybridityhybridity

∞∞ IntegratedIntegrated

∞∞ Student Student centeredcentered

∞∞ CollaborativeCollaborative
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HKU Dental CurriculaHKU Dental Curricula

1980 to 1994 1980 to 1994 (4.3 years Small Group (4.3 years Small Group 

Teaching (SGT))Teaching (SGT))

1990 to 2002 1990 to 2002 (5 years SGT)(5 years SGT)

1998 to ?2016 1998 to ?2016 (5 years PBL)(5 years PBL)

2012 to ???? 2012 to ???? (6 years ???)(6 years ???)
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Do we produce graduates capable ofDo we produce graduates capable of
dealing appropriately with the oraldealing appropriately with the oral
health care needs of Hong Kong?health care needs of Hong Kong?

∞∞ Do the graduates meet our expectationsDo the graduates meet our expectations
(assessments)(assessments)

∞∞ Graduates perceptions of their preparednessGraduates perceptions of their preparedness
for practicefor practice

∞∞ Views of employersViews of employers
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

““Comparisons are odiousComparisons are odious””
Sir John Sir John FortescueFortescue (c1394  (c1394 –– 1476) 1476)

Christopher Marlow (1564 Christopher Marlow (1564 –– 1593) 1593)

Miguel de Cervantes Miguel de Cervantes SaavedraSaavedra (1547  (1547 –– 1616) 1616)

John Donne (1572 John Donne (1572 –– 1631) 1631)
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Dental PBL Curriculum Dental PBL Curriculum ––
comparisons with Traditional (SGT)comparisons with Traditional (SGT)
curriculumcurriculum

∞∞ Changed objectivesChanged objectives

∞∞ Developed revised competencesDeveloped revised competences

∞∞ Changed assessmentsChanged assessments
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Dental PBL Curriculum Dental PBL Curriculum –– comparisons with comparisons with
SGT curriculum.SGT curriculum.

Traditional ComparisonsTraditional Comparisons

∞∞ Passing ratesPassing rates

∞∞ Drop-out ratesDrop-out rates

∞∞ Fellowship exam resultsFellowship exam results

∞∞ Uptake of further studiesUptake of further studies
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Dental PBL Curriculum Dental PBL Curriculum –– comparisons with comparisons with
SGT curriculum.SGT curriculum.

Traditional ComparisonsTraditional Comparisons
∞∞ PassingPassing rates  rates –– assessment systems changed assessment systems changed

∞∞ Drop-out rates Drop-out rates –– always low, no change always low, no change

∞∞ Fellowship exam results Fellowship exam results –– anecdotally better anecdotally better

∞∞ Uptake of further studies Uptake of further studies –– always high, indicator always high, indicator
of what?of what?
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

PBL Curriculum ObjectivesPBL Curriculum Objectives

∞∞ Self-evaluation, continuously assessedSelf-evaluation, continuously assessed

∞∞ Life-long learning (CPD schemes nowLife-long learning (CPD schemes now

available)available)
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Graduates views on preparedness forGraduates views on preparedness for

practicepractice

∞∞ 1985 1985 –– 1994  1994 (Corbet & Davies 1990. (Corbet & Davies 1990. Evaluation ofEvaluation of

the outcomes of an Undergraduate Course inthe outcomes of an Undergraduate Course in

Dentistry.Dentistry.  Journal of Dental Research Journal of Dental Research 6969:1099):1099)
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Curriculum Reform EvaluationsCurriculum Reform Evaluations

Employer evaluationsEmployer evaluations



8

Faculty of Dentistry, HKU

Faculty of Dentistry, HKU

Dentists View on Dental EducationDentists View on Dental Education

If the graduates did not have to do all thatIf the graduates did not have to do all that

we had to do then they cannot possiblywe had to do then they cannot possibly

be as good as us.be as good as us.

Reasoning / problem-solvingReasoning / problem-solving

Learning new skills / approachesLearning new skills / approaches
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DiscussionDiscussion

∞∞ What are appropriate curriculum reformWhat are appropriate curriculum reform

evaluations?evaluations?


