
12/15/2010

1

Welcome To The Virtual Exchange Project 

Välkommen till det Virtuella 
Exchange Project

Background and Context

1.  Culture of IT in education. Web-based application 

2. Study exchange abroad experiences without travel.   
Borderless education. E-applications in health and social care.  
Transferable skills and prowess.  

3. Parity and opportunity.  

4. Global health and social care require intercultural knowledge, 
strength in competence and thoughtful practice.     

5. Opportunities for innovative academic endeavours  and 
subsequent friendships through international networking
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Aims Of The VEP

1. U21 Macro-level.  To engage in strategic dialogue about the 
potential of IT to support student learning

2. To develop collaborative links between global Universities 
(U21 and beyond).

3. Micro level – To identify, secure  and implement  suitable 
web based technology

4. To find a relevant theoretical foundation which would reflect 
learning about the real world in a virtual environment  

5. To create a pedagogical framework suitable for interactive 
technologies

Constructivist Philosophy

1. Constructivism takes the stance that the learner 
is an actor with a crucial role in determining and 
shaping context.  

2.        Communication is generated through what is 
already known  

3.         Initial student contact focuses on building 
networks, and a light touch to promote informal 
liaison with incremental increase in academic 
depth of inquiry and curiosity-driven liaison 
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A Pedagogical Suggestion
Formal Academic

Preset structures and academic content. Driven by 
Course outcomes.  Opportunities to challenge and 
justify in the context of the learning that is taking 
place at that time. 

Formal Social

Enquiry into broader structures such as festivals, 
religion weather, employment or the economy.  
Individual is aware of these issues but may not be 
personally influenced by them at that time.  Links 
with the formal academic quadrant and the 
influences of the above variables on health and 
wellbeing. 

Informal Academic

Socratic style of questioning where the teacher is a 
facilitator. Encourages exchange of ideas.  Links with 
the Formal Academic quadrant but free thinking is 
actively encouraged. Encourage dialogue about 
diversity.

Informal Social

Curiosity driven enquiry about micro minutiae detail 
such as family, personal interests and hobbies. Possible 
outcome is friendship.  Students may extend this 
dialogue into broader social issues. Inevitable 
discourse about studies and an exchange of ideas on 
specific Course and subject areas. 

This is the opening page for WebCT.   
The address is at the top of the page    

Click on Log In 
to start

Check your Browser  on your computer  the 
first time you log in 
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This is the opening page of The Virtual Exchange Project .  Click on 
Welcome  To The Virtual Exchange Project.

Please read the Information Technology Code of Practice .

VEP Discussion Forum
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The Cultural Crates
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Research Focus And Practice

• Usability study.  Survey through questionnaire

• Exploratory work into the benefits of 
collaboration and partnership

• Attitudes towards e-learning and cultural 
shifts in the use of technology in health and 
social care practice

• End user understanding of internationalization
through a virtual environment


