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Using technology to support the 
medical curriculum - the 
Edinburgh experience

Dr David Dewhurst
Director of Learning Technology

University of Edinburgh

• Set up in 1999 - 27 staff
• four units

– IT Services
– Courseware development
– Medical Illustration & digital graphics
– Clinical/Resuscitation Skills 

• supports both teaching and research 
• generates income

Learning Technology Section
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• Computing support - manages the Faculty Group network -
servers, e-mail, some desktop support, dept. teaching labs

• plans, initiates, implements and manages major IT projects
– expansion of University network to outlying hospitals
– videoconferencing between sites
– CAL teaching & learning facilities
– move to new hospital

• IT teaching in CSPPD course
– Office applications
– web-page design
– Medical Informatics

IT Services

• Photographic services
– reprographic photography
– E6 processing

• Graphic design - posters, leaflets, brochures
• Web-site development and management
• Slide production - 35mm, PowerPoint
• Medical Artwork

Medical Illustration
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• Electronic curriculum - EEMeC
• Computer-based assessment

– web-based self-assessment questions
– anatomy ‘spot’ exams
– virtual OSCEs

• multimedia courseware
– clinical scenarios - patient centred PBL
– clinical skills support
– multimedia tutorials

Courseware Development

• Collaborative project between MTO and 
LTS

• Covers the new “Vision 2000” curriculum 
introduced 1998-99.

• Provides MBChB students with online 
information, learning support and learning 
resources for their course.

The Edinburgh Electronic 
Medical Curriculum (EEMeC)
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• current: information and lecture material 
updated regularly

• convenient: easy to link to relevant resources -
documents, web sites, CAL.

• configurable: the site is constantly evolving to 
incorporate new technologies and features.

• searchable: encourages self-directed learning
• flexible: can also be used as a resource for 

prospective students

The advantages of EEMeC - It is:

• Self-assessment questions (usually MCQ) for 
students with useful feedback provided.

• Editable by teachers from their own desktop 
PC - can enter/update/delete questions in the 
database

• Different question formats and can incorporate 
images, video and sound

• Searchable by subject or level

Self-Assessment Question Database
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