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2007-2008 Initiative
- Rockefeller Opportunity -

• Committee ‘Working Principle’:
– Given limited resources (human and $) 

will address only one initiative per year.

– Additional initiatives will be tackled only
after membership and / or funding grows.

“Making the Connection”
- Rockefeller Foundation eHealth Conference Series -

“Making the eHealth Connection:
Global Partnerships, Local Solutions”

8 Consecutive and Concurrent Conferences
http://www.ehealth-connection.org/

July 13 to August 8, 2008 ; Rockefeller Conference Centre, Bellagio, 
Italy



“Making the Connection”
- Conference Series ~ Themes -

• The path to inter-operability 
• Public health informatics and national health information 

systems 
• Access to health information and knowledge-sharing 
• eHealth capacity building 
• Electronic health records 
• Mobile phones and telemedicine 
• Unlocking eHealth markets 
• National eHealth policies

“Making the Connection”
- Timeline -

• February 2008
– Preliminary planning meeting – Dr. Kwankam
– Request to co-develop Policy Conference – Dr. 

Scott
• February to August 2008

– Planning
• August 2008

– Conference



“Making the Connection”
- GOe-U21 Global e-Health Policy Committee Participants –

(The Entire Committee !!) 

• Dr. Kwankum
– WHO GOe

• Dr. Scott
– GOe-U21 GeH Policy Chairperson

• Dr. Maurice Mars
– South Africa; Africa Representative

• Dr. Shariq Khoja
– Pakistan; Asia Representative

Content
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“Making the Connection”
- Bellagio – Site of Rockefeller Foundation eHealth Conference Series -

A scene from Star 
Wars – Really! Richard Branson’s Pad

The Rockefeller Conference 
Centre Estate – All of It !

“Making the Connection”
- Rockefeller Foundation eHealth Conference Series -

Call to Action – Output from Policy Conference

1. Develop a Convention on Global eHealth;
2. Create an eHealth Policy Toolkit;
3. Craft integrated advocacy, communications, and marketing plans;
4. Foster the establishment and support of National eHealth Councils;
5. Support three catalytic activities that establish eHealth’s credibility:

a) Create a Network of Centers of Excellence; 
b) Establish and support a Network of eHealth Ambassadors; 
c) Establish knowledge dissemination mechanisms 



Content

Concern

Global Observatory for eHealth
- Leadership -

• WHO eHealth Coordinator
– Dr. Yunkap Kwankam
– Retired effective 30 August 2008

• Concern
– No one identified to take over this key position

• Action – Letter from Chair, urging replacement?
– Global importance of eHealth
– Continued liaison with U21
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Moving Forward

e-Health Policy
- Policy Research Options -

Scott RE. Journal of Telemedicine and Telecare 2004;10(4):246-248

Investigating e-Health policy – tools for the trade



Work Options for 2008-2009
- Moving Forward ~ ‘Big Bang’ Opportunities? -

• New
– Global eHealth Convention

OR
• Re-new

– Glocal e-Health Policy Matrix Model

Global eHealth Convention
- Conceptualise, Design Content, Pen, and Promote -

OPTION 1.
• Global eHealth Convention

– Nope – not another meeting in Bellagio!
– A ‘Convention’

• “An international agreement, especially one dealing 
with a specific matter.”

– Offer support of GOe-U21 GeH Policy 
Committee to move this forward



Glocal e-Health Policy Matrix
- Conceptual Model ~ Needs Populating -

Levels

ThemesStakeholders

Global e‐Health Policy 
Issues relevant to a 
given Policy Level, 
Policy Theme, and 

Policy Actor

OPTION 2.

Approach:

Take prior work 
(Scott et al., plus 
Khoja et al.) and 
revise and 
populate the 
matrix

Needs
- Moving Forward -

• Commitment and Participation!
– Call last 2 years to identify interested Faculty
– One response

• Without volunteer members and their 
commitment of time
– No further advancement of GOe-U21 GeH

Policy Committee
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